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The mechanism of consciousness disturbance and
the significance of neural depolarization in the brain
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[Abstract]

Consciousness can be divided into two dimensions, wakefulness and awareness. Consciousness disturbances in
the acute phase due to brain injury, stroke, hypoxia or any other episodes are diagnosed based primarily on the
level of wakefulness. When a patient regains spontaneous awake & sleep cycles, he/she is regarded as being in the
wakeful state. It is not known why wakefulness, possibly consisting of a complex system, is disturbed in a way that
still allows a simple linear scale, such as the Japan coma scale, to be used to represent it, and why the disturbances
of wakefulness at various severities, including the comatose state, cease within four weeks.

Significantly, the most prolonged recovery from the onset of conscious disturbances to the wakeful state was
found to be identical in both rats and humans, when each time period was compared using a biological time scale.
Here, the author hypothesizes that spreading or non-spreading depolarizations in the brain triggered by various
neural injuries that transiently or persistently suppress electrical neuronal activity, are the principal cause of
consciousness (i.e. wakefulness) disturbances during the acute phase. The true condition of the disturbances,
always fitting on a simple linear scale and that terminate within four weeks, is spreading depression-like neural
depolarizations or membrane potential shift in the brain.
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Hi#% (consciousness) \IBATERLRE &R, X, &
i (wakefulness) & iZ#k (awareness) (24715 2 &A3T
&2V, BELEMIREICH > TH Bl H 5 LIRS T,
BN D> THHEBEDSD 5 XS w2, AvkiEikeE
EOHEIZB T, Bl ORBKEE/ L~V I A B
ML S N7 A 7 — v (linear scale). Bl 21X, ARFETH
& & 7zJapan coma scale (JCS. 3-39EF Hx) 24Tk F
bo T REEDOEMRBEETH LEME (coma), Tabb,
OIS - #EEEEIRRE (unarousable unresponsibleness) &
XI5 B 72 BIER - BIER Y R 4 O 2 R RS O Bl |
J1Z 1k (failure, or silence of the arousal system) T o
T AT 4B LN B 388 22 BHPAIR Y X 22581 L 72
HEE (HZEMER) RENEBITTEY,

ML OB T Y F W74 4ER  (complex system) &2
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LA L 72l 4 Oidke 2 45 50 v b7 — 2122 HT %
EFOBEMIGE., AW, 2 OWTRIEZAD AW,
HIzHh bR S NIEREAEITE O E 2R3 272 & <
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MIZEOREEIZ L o TR CTE 2 & v ) FHFEIL, WAL E
BeREDS (B & [HE) w2t otEEr AL Tw5b, &
7oid. WIEMEREEARE & 30 [BIgRE ] L 7 2 MhkE
BEOL ) b0 FEL. 20 [55]) 26 ] Loy
WCHET 2, LT 22 EDTE D, WRIZEED B
BETH->TH—EMEWNICEBENEmETLIE LD,
SV ERRREE L v ) ZOEBARIZHS N TIE RV ER
DBIRIE, D7 &b RO M pHE (failure)
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FIREIC, BRMEIRRE D & HFERARRAIAE L 7218 10 (34 A 2
L1ER) OERUKEE (wakefulness state) (2. ZMEFIHEA~
OHEFUGIKEE (unresponsive state) AT - 72 BIEVEAEY)
IRHE (persistent vegetative state, PVS) V3 2B\ T,
FRBEOREDE LTV BV WhEIEE L ) IS
Wrid s 2 EPWEETH %, JE, Xy B A FIZBWTH
ENLPVSOZW & 2D FH TP LT LD K20 T
VL8V T EATHRREREAM ORI L o THE L o
T&72
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2 THRIR < TR % k(& (brain stem reticular
formation) . H1C b AN 43 O AR AR L BN IR SR AR &
LTHEBLANVOREI RS T I ERHLrE R,
FAREBRIE R (reticular activating system, RAS). i, E
A7 VE 8 B B 15 R (ascending reticular activating system,
ARAS) AT SN LA LS, S F 3 29K
B & L s & AN & SE A I SRERT L. U O ik
L% A 2 S TH  (isolated forebrain). BIMIZIZ% 28
THE EOREEE () BEAEEL, TR L 7k
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D—=DOTIEHLM, HBEOTHELIIFTARWILERLT
Who THUE, MR & V) SRR GEAA) 1B L
TEERMEZ L T0L ez &L BT 2 G
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BOEHE, N—=FFFA7) TRV LIZBTw 5,

P72, B zERT22 b, WEHIrLR2
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BIGE Z HRE L VO WEOIGENCE SR CTHAT L 2 L
W LT ey, B, E# (spirit)” “L» (mind)”
OIEF L 2T BESHTH S, Crickbld, 0 X912
ZETHDOE [EHiGEZo0b o] Tldz d, TERITE
\ZAHBE L 72 B3 B (neural correlates of consciousness) |\
CEAAE) R Bl (il UL, RNEALO)
MG B A e R E$ 52 &T, Bk vy gz LT
HILTDZH) L) FEAIRBLTWEY, Z1UL, 20D
OO R LI R ST LS, HE L Eadig s
BRL, 2ohoIBIEHA Sl o TF T & Thr kv ) Gk
D29 LI RAIIM TN D, bELA, ZDZ LIS
Lo THARM (HOMmDHL), BEEERLISEDT

B E ) REEIZ 2o Bk A ES LAF L STV B HIGE)
OFEANEEBTWE (FHTFEORTEED) OBET
ST EETH B LOE L 72ROk TH 5,

A - AN BE AR & 521 727 v MiEL I~4H &S, MiTid
T~11HRIEBARREN & 0T 29, REEIZIED CAEY
W] (ANFEH E B R 0 2)7 L0, 7 v MM %
BETLOICETLZENE OF/’IZ. AN TO4~16HH 5
15~24HIZAHH LY, NOFMEDHE T4 2 B « 4B LA,
I2—F LT\ %, Villablancald. Z 0 & 9 7 Fiis-His i b 2
(3l B EBREIRICEED & [HI] o, BB AR
Ha&EEAD ML L2EEEY 27 4] OFFEZHRE L7125,

Dehaene & 13, ZkIFE) "BHHMWIZEZ 22 L7 (X
o (B2 XHBER) BHRAE D, WAL FHFEO
global workspaceZ S ll§ IZiH L5 2 & LT A2 &
0. NEEBROWEENCE L C. piSERTE A IRm % &
C NN O LA K S (brain-scale) O RIEIAGEEAL
12 & BEFRIGE & VO Bk O 72 54 ¢ global neuronal
workspace theory (GWT) %ML 729, ZO¥EDER
LliZ, =20 “WHELDMHP IHEOWTELSL "ERT
IR LT HIEWERH (¥ A 7 WLPL) BERE. 7203, Ealk
HYMLEERERE (conscious processing) &2 HNTEYH ., B
FoilE (KM E) CBREHIR b BE SN 72ZAn i
i (aware) Bz ELEEZONLZD, LI LL. B
B BRAE L 7o BalkIG B & 135 2 Vo MARIZGreenfield 5
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. RIS AE T D MR O, 3y & FFOneuronal
assemblylHE) S EROA UL 95 & L7290, FEfEED.
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IANVF—HEOBMNOIX, HE R EfFEOE#RN S
27 MHEIEB 21T ) S LI Lo THBE SN MO = )L
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OV W 2 [FEIEIES) (FHEPRIBIERIR L 2 WIEER
PHREIEED) | ATEEZ O b OB L T 2 W REMEATVRIE &
N7eW, bbb, BERPIMRITIRZ B & A7 IBEHL
AR L IR AR A R IR R, 0. — B0 ERIEEC
7 <L BETEAL L e VSRR 7 [ZEIEIGB) ] o ICINTE
MEREBORE, /213, $XTOERIGEHVHFET S
EDEZFiIThHD, T1UI, B, ED, Evolo—E
e BRIEE Cld e < EEI R IEBERH. o, R
CZHREE) (BT ORENHY . $TIRES
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W2 L EDICE % DA TH > T, ENLSOKE G *
YU (e EER) LRZINIZEIIHPTw 5,
PO TCANORBERE A Y v v 7 BAFFETH 5 9 & ORI
Lo T, R B OWEE B ISR STz D %
A REZE S THBTERWHEEN Y Y2 7 TH D LI
RS RWE & EFEIZFATE

T2 —EDYATIZHEFTH LT, ENENDEEN
THAET B O M sa I PRI A S8 AT R B, PRI BE TE B2
B, BHTHZEZMAES, BLETEe. e KB B MIBHZES A
default mode network (DMN) O{EEIA—KEIC XT3 5"
ZEBRIBENTWEW 2, DMNFHEIE, 7TV Y NA < —
RIS & o TR T 3 2 IS L E e o THB Y, EakiE
Fod T EFIC
MBS A EEZ BN D,
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E 512, Bk TR S e WOSHZEL T (0.02~02Hz)
v B BT (slow cortical potential) AMRIE D108
WC—RIREOHBWEBICHEL TS I L EMINTE
0. ITNFECEBL ST E 70 B I B 5 B s
S, EARIEENICIR AR T B ITHEME DRI STV B3,

DlhoZ b, SRR L BEERD O DL FZEDE#
WENZBWT, ¥ A7RT & & LIRS 5 MIGEIH 14k
TH DD KGO AN F =B 00 b HEFEN [
JEIEB) ] AERTH 200, H DI, Wk TldFmaiin
VBN NEE) A R RMI BN B R E R
SNTVDLDH, TENHLDVWTILTD R\VDD, 5K
RTH Do FelmPil & T [ ERIEENAHR L 72 IS E)
ERBETHILIFITETH, WIIZEL TV D & FAEDK
CTwa "BEiliEs” OFRRE KREIRZICHRRZ LI LD
TE TV,

(BB HEE 3]

JHT. D SE A U BEERAME . BRI
ik R 3/ o v M/ K BEE 2502 & 2 I 0B (R 3R S o R
. HDHVIE, EREREEEE (BRWERE) ®RIZ, Bk
LAV &I ORIRIE (TS IROIER) B3,
ZFNDIERRL 7 VT — VEIC L B B —@BE0b 0TI
NI EDYL PR E, BEREESH D LB S NS,

KO EO#HAEROEYS TIE, A EREEOREEY
A5 EEE L NOVIZE S R BV Z]CSRe. HEE L SRERE e,
TR EE DA A DD 5 1 5 Glasgow coma scale (GCS)
2L o TR SN TV S, FFRIZJCSIE, Rk &) 7R
FERER EE R REFEM S — I AR TN TIEV D D0,
BEOERRE,» O, MBIk, IR, X, PEE SEx
BT, WEICEI A 2 LNVOER (B BEENF
FIfEE Tz,

REOBREEE L3, EEESMENICBRE SN BE#RO
R L7ZIREE, T bbb E#OEE (wakefulness) LV
PTF LREER L, [REE. B, 5 -om. £l &
Vo Z2ERNEOZAL L ZXBI SN D F 72 HFEDTER (N
HEEC/MNHERICET2) 2 E L. B L. KRT
ZPE S IR EEE (awareness © gathering and understanding
information with a prediction or anticipation) & & Xl &
N5, Flzi3, FkE AUNEREELZAFTL2EEF5CB

A
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T, SibEHWNy B A FOBEIZL > T, SiEW
A= =1L L CHIRRENTES, $72. HHOFE
HEHICEIZ2E R L b TNOAT, BIIRMRARE, T -
RERERE, Rk & Vo MRRTIEZMI R S N5 DI Tl
X )z, B S HAICE SN BHEOEBWE
AT L2 RIIC BV Cid, AROMHERESS Y A 7 S,
RSN FERED IE LWV EFIiATCE v, LHIT S NS,

B L ANV EEBICHZ D EREL VI [HA0HS
S EARBTIENTE D, BdkiEH X, BEOBED
HESNEZVWHLWIRETH-> T, BlEEL L. BAH
P2 1IN L2 IRECTH 5, BRI L Z LT,
MO TEHBERLHEBE L V) GRAET 5) BARN % 5 i i b
REABIN G, T bbb, HEEHENEORE
of the wakefulness system) & L T &k E 1L, WK
HANEEAS, F213, BHTREIATRE»ZH L L
T BAET 2 RPTIRRE O EL W ET L2 HEEOLDTH
0 E B O R ERRE O BARR 2T, U3, B0 H
(quality) OZALZRT LD TIXA ., S 512, RILZE/ 72
A1 (awareness) 12FR5 b DT %\,

BHEIREE & FFIEN 2 & 5 0 B HFES RIS 3 % M SRR
B, Fe T 2RI KEAE, Zo, E#EEZO
bOERBIESEDEEN R VIRY i ETH4AEMTRT L,
HZRMIR2SFED 5 N2 HEEIREE (wakefulness) ~ & [HIfH
BV PEo T, HEEL NIV EIREE L 35 JCSIC & 5 EAEE 57
FHIL, BEN 2 BARTIRFERE DS L R 2 B B L 721213,
FRFOEBRFEE L V) BIRICBWTIE) dIEe, TORT
DRROIRBN B L 7B WiETld e { B %o

(the disturbance

[Bit&RE 2 M0 9 2 IR R & 13]

st D B RIRRE 2 B 2 b 7o TR T S8 5., HflThE,
F7o0d. g%, — @MW EREEEOARBEICHE L THEHEI,
MR A U AR (neural depolarization, NDL) Hi%k,
FThbb, AN TIED L2, BAHIAREZRMALE O R
ZALHRINTH S 9 L # 2 b, NDLIE. D3 h 2 AT
o 2k (AEHIIES X B MBN A ) 7 A4 F > O
FIA~ORERM) 128> THAEL, —HONDLH 72 ) 5~
20571 (CF391345) 12b 7z o THkHIL O BA MG E) % 5
L& BW, HER 2B L )V (7 BAAHICHD < Hlk)
PREGT B IANEM T o TN TEHENIZDH o 7214
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VX =120 amtE (NAMC S 2 BIEDOMERR) 2589 &
V) BRI B TE, MR O SR E & ) G EE
A7 (action potential) b —2> DR MMBIR TH 5725, ZD
BT T o L v ) —BOATH ) A HIY I
WMENTVELDOT, ERO LI VT OEAICA L
oAt 2 2o iF & L CHBRMICAEL B, 2L d
TR TEBE SN LPSHHR L ZREDLDTH b,
WO BN ZMFEICE L LWISHIZ D & MERIL
B Lz, KPR LL2EWRDOLI R LEDTH D,

i CGEER) @t BEICELZEEOTECIZELS
BEAZEACD W WO THE SN2 DIX1YM4EE T - 7219 10,
T FORANBLN (577 X A) HEEMA. TA»A
PEA R REMELZHEL Tzl 2a, BRAMICEIRS
N7z IR 7 BRI R AT BRI L, 2o Fibo
WS (ERH) 2wo D& (2~bm /) BEIT S
EWIREELBEsBIE SNz 20O XD 1Tk I #
22 NI O FIAL (— @M SRR B O LB
transient electrical silence, TES) (. JEAEVERNH] (spreading
depression, SD) & & fiF S L7210~

SDIEH T THRE LOAIFTH ) £ DOARREITMRER
DOYIEEL M35 (spreading depolarization, SDL) T
%%, SDLIE, fi#EMifa = 7)) 7RIz, 4H1. SLEN
FREA T2 E oI ICAE L, ZNPIEFKIC—HAEL S &,
Z OWEIRN B D WRGRANE L. 1~55 TRt 9 % Bl IR
BEX 0, FOBKICE L AEANEEME LN 2 v
O, WIS BT MR NEE 0 Tk (R L oD
W73 - T\ <o SDLIZ.iEFER. (DC potential) %€ =% —
5L THIE SN MR 5 BN H S "B
W THY . ANORGTIE, FE S FHERSME . I ZE . o 1 1
B TADASNE, REREE. &5 wid, 6 ()
ANOBBERMMETHELL LML N TS, SDLEK
. EREGNEBRTE CREAZENMENTWED, Z1L
DK TN EGE (MREERERE) 2HELLIE5 T L
13 72 20 29

NDRNTHEIZE S L ANDLO#NT Tl NDLOD ZEA: R[]
D, BLEYMEDTESHHE L TW®, F72, MEEIZEBW
ToREARNC & o TEIE L72#E R, SERIRC R E 23 5
MTH W [LFE O E CRIFICEETL200] bdHD
W, MEORERIRE L, MEOARZ(EMT 22RT %8

KT L BRSO 5 E L. SR e fmiix 35, Bl
ZAE, R ORI L L CIABEBERT CREIT Saurald
HEMEDOSDLTH ), 21Ul &> THE LU HTESIE. KD
AL, F 20 BEINLE O — @ e LTz 5h
B0 MRS OBEMELZ B R 57201203, EEhE
BoEimEMN (DC potential/mV-sec) DilE (FEmifi A)
WLFE DD, 20 X g & Fifeny AT, SDL%3
WICHNCIZ 5 2 EI3ES Tl v, F 72 FEroE A (3
HNZ & 2 M BARE O FFE) 12 & o CSDLIEA U#E<
%0 FREEASSDLO FE A 2 ¥4 % & v ) F921k, SDLO
BERILDS) TS % EClBO CTEELRMALTH D, £
B, —EtE (BRERIC B L8 FoRE e ks, —lttko (%
R IC B & 5%) EIRAERZ R TR EIEO AL, 20
£ BEGITIZ, —REEEF 2> S BRI D ) (BEREEE D
WA, B LU, RAS, ARASTE /-1, IR, iES
NOTESORIEATRIZ S L5 o

— DDA S A L 72SDLIEE O T & < RPN ~3%K
TERIZIRAY « Z ORI HIZ2~5mm & . BjP e & B 2
T—ETH b, [MENPOROFEEIZ L > THEL 5SDLBIS
& ZOFEE (BRI BREAY LA F 2 T2
BRI RN REIENK) T R0 B ot
BEOARIRH. £ 7213, LEBIIZZT >0, M0 RLFEET S,

(HLEEMERE P HBIR K (SDL) DEEIR]

SDL%Z AL L S5 Tk e LT, ik 5
LEAMBCEEE ) 7 04 F v (Fik) ofh, 7vs
IVEEOEN WBEICL > THE L 2 BEERNREEDE
DR~ OR OFH) . 41D EOE#of, k4 7
WER, BRI, LR SMS N TV S, 216 ORl|
WIS & > T oMEMINEIZE U 7-SDLIE, WaIc#Ey
B HfER ) T IS O M 2 R L oo, PR L
JRAS B, BIRGRNZ &2, LY 2 SDL%E A U & &7
Tld. FHIIC BV CIHZAR O 6 PR IRIL S 2SRk 9 12
ML Cwz2, $74b5, SDLICX 2 HEEL X)UAND5
BNTRIE S N7,

SDLBIS A IR EIZEHEBRN T 2 2 8 TE W EW
I FEM A HIEO720, ATHEL TSI EOFERICE
5FETIC, ORI PFHEHLEDEZEL TW5, 4TI
HEM R R 2 TR L 3 2 R LA b SEERAME R i
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R X B BIRIC X o TRk & 70 M SEIS S BT A 12 3828 1L
TWAHZENPFEH SN TV AW B 20202 fF 2 |F, K
PHBIIR s o> BN R 28 & &F 9 5 A€ = 4 — Tid, 1H
& 72 ) 3T OSDLA S A L T 722, J/ETIKIIL =25 9
Thit, Z1UT LB OSDLAE U T\ 2 i fE s ¢ i i
THEIAERI AL L TV B EEZ 5N 5,

[ 2 HREEICR S h ZHEMRE 548 (SDL) BRR]

SDLIZRBICIRE L7 b D Tld 7 < BURR MRS S5 0 i
FEIZBENET B9, WMRICBWTHEILMIEE AL S 2
ERTHIMIZB W TOSDLAHIE L T d Z A miEN S
A& 20 SDLASER IMAE N & (Rl U 7285 6 120, i 4
ML & 2 IV R O N - & 7 Z UMD D B2 20,

MMZE R DFEAE . i gE (i AEIsE) ASSDLOEE pi &
oo CREIMM~RF » 7 F (ischemic penumbra) I %,
XS IZHVEB D IE T 7 B dE I~ & (Z3#k 9 % (peri-infarct or
ischemic depolarization) o SDLASEEIMERF > 75 %D
M THE L7256, ORI IR T4 U 5%
B L TR, BRI HFEEICE TS 29, &5
(2L RIS > 7 T FHIMICSDLBIG A7 7 A 5 — 4k (i)
WZHRFS L7230 A . MR O S TE B S Fefe 1912 4% 1§ %
DARBELT, FFITOS 542 MIMTOMKTAELS, Z
D& RIRWAFHET 5 2 LTy XF T THEETOH
7 (24FFRILIN ) B (permanent depolarization and
cell death) 2SES B EEZ HNEY D),

[z ZR 218 (SDL) RENDEIBNES]

Bl Z1E, BOIK &HMETADARIMEOBIPIZ I, s
12 & 2 &M & 212 5] & e < R ML 5348 (SDL)
BEL, TOZEDNTADPAFEEZR TSR LEZ BN
5720, HRERBAOBIIRIC X 5 —EAEEME IR VD b
EWEEE L7203 LR 2w, EEMEGROE#L
NVOETIZFAEEICE LA Z L2 572 Th D ) RPN
GrRAGET 5 L W) BRTIIRICZ> Ty AR D H 5,
ZOMIZHBIZIE, Ty PEHWAEEELOFEHRICL S L.
R BP0 R LA U S 8 72SDLAYIN B kI T 8.
SO BBNE TR () 12d 2 Miksiiie o 52
PR L, M 2 R SR 2 ER AR T 2 L5l 5
MmERo72N R, FThbh, BEEE & ohF L LCHE

W24 U ASDLIE, A& 2 02 5Cdan O BT B % 1512 9 R ik
NF T FHEBI LT, BRI 2SO fa 4 (BT
DESHHKT) ERBMEMDH LD, ZO—J ThithsE
DY B BOBEERE 2 HHE LS 2B 2 R L
TWwh,

BN A U ASDLBIRIE, £72, ks v 37 HTH
2 i sk pie st 22 K+ (brain-derived neurotrophic factor,
BDNF) OEEAEZRAE L, FEREFHAIZE D 5 MEZE D
il & > 7 AWM. B PRI 2 A 03 2 I o HRELE
i) DR ARAET 520 30, Fl 2L, BB DI OEHEIC
AW SN T v b ESE SR D (electroconvulsive therapy)
. BRWIZHESELEBRZOLOTIEIR TR
WS % & &12PF5E 3 5 SDLBIR AV ABDNE % 3 &
ZDOZENHIMETIEL T H EERLNLY,

FEEOIZEDLT Y PRV ERTIE, EREELLS )
7 AER O BNANOFRBEA Qul/h) 12X o T—
H OB 28 X 2140, 24FEfd 72 ) 410, —[ldH 72
0 R b o> A T Bl 45 1 IR ) 2SI o3 g P o0 Bk (3~5
57) R AT HASDLBZE S /-2, 7272 L. SDLRTESD
FrieE L, Z Ok 4 DNOIRFEIZ L > THRZ D #1213,
7 ERETIMEO NCTOBIRIZL 2 L —EOf5mA Y~
75 CF¥5457) . €DA ¥ 85— 3 VIE27~T775r (F53357)
THho7Wo & M TIESGFM ORI X 2 Mk E) O 1k
W REEE O8fE D405 M & 72 5 2 & X [ [l E FHIE
DOREENEA 7% < & HSDLOBIZIIM, FEferiZ b B L <
W7z (persistent electrical silence, PES) Z & 12725, 72 &
ASDLASOREHE SR LY, kDO ZTE L, 7Y bo
FERCTIISDLOFHFERE, 7 M I CTIRIRAL 25 1 Bl
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